


fishermen’s huts Skeebo Geo

The island that is the Brough of Birsay must once
have been joined to the mainland. However,
continuous erosion by the sea has gradually worn
away the land between the Point of Buckquoy on the
mainland and the island itself. It is likely that it
became an island long before the first settlers, the
Picts, arrived. The rocks of the Brough slope gently
upwards from the southeastern shore by the causeway
and the grass covered island ends precipitously at
45m high cliffs on the northwestern side, where
seabirds nest in the summer.

This walk takes you from the Point of Buckquoy along
the coast to the narrow inlet of Skeebo Geo, where
fulmars nest on the cliffs and fishermen have brought
in their boats for centuries. The old stone fishermen’s
hut with its turf roof still stands and has been carefully
restored. Nearby are traces of ‘nousts’ where boats
were stored in the winter.

On your way to the geo look out for eider duck
swimming close to the shore, especially in the summer
when adults with ducklings are a common sight.
Attractive wild flowers line the shore, including scurvy
grass, sea pinks, bird’s-foot trefoil, red campion and
sea campion.

Beyond the geo on a headland,
is a whalebone, erected in
1876, from the remains
of a beached whale.

Life on the shore is fascinating to look at, but we also need
to treat it with respect.

Watch shorelife without disturbing it

If you really want a closer look,  collect one animal carefully
and place in a bucket of seawater for a short time only

Return sea creatures to the spot where you found them

Don’t pull shells like limpets off the rocks

Protect animal’s homes. If you lift rocks or move seaweeds,
replace them carefully the way you found them

Don’t pull seaweeds off the rocks, there is usually loose 
weed around

Don’t take creatures home in a bucket, they won’t live long

Only take home empty shells
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the Brough

remains of the 11th century church

The word brough is used in Orkney
to refer to naturally defensible
headlands and the Picts must have
been pleased with this easily
protected sisland when they settled
here in the 6th and 7th centuries.
Little remains of the Pictish
settlement but many artefacts have
been found, including a Pictish
symbol stone, a replica of which can
be seen on the Brough.

For modern-day visitors, most of what
can be seen on the Brough is Viking,
the remains of a settlement spanning
several hundred years, including a
variety of houses and a church.

There is also a much more recent
building on the Brough - the
lighthouse - which was built in
1925 and was converted to
solar power in 2001.
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